
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Voluntary IV John Stanley  

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 130): 

Leader:  Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 

People:  Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of 
 my supplications! 

Leader:  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 

People:  O Israel, hope in the LORD!  

Leader:  With the LORD there is steadfast love and great power to 
 redeem. 

People:  Come, let us worship the LORD, our Redeemer! 

* HYMN 473 For the Beauty of the Earth  Dix 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, as followers of your Son we are called to be people 
shaped by his selfless life - one that is so much at odds with accepted 
attitudes of today.  We have entertained hateful thoughts and actions, 
we have excluded others and added to their hurt and shame.  Forgive 
us and show us the way of humility and reconciliation.  Renew us  
with your Spirit and make our lives true reflections of the life of 
Jesus.  Through your Spirit, unite us to be one in Christ, in whose 
name we pray.   

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 



 

 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF COLTON EVAN TIERNEY 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
 ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
 renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to 
 serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

RESPONSE                      Hymn No. 493 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here, vs. 1 

 Dearest Jesus, we are here, gladly your command obeying. 
 With this child we now draw near in response to your own saying 
 that to you it shall be given as a child and heir of heaven. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

* HYMN 344  Christ of the Upward Way  Sursum Corda 

+ Children leave for Summer Sunday School.  + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Ephesians 4:25-5:2 



  

 

ANTHEM  Et exultavit (from “Magnificat”) Bach  
 EMILY MCSPADDEN, CONTRALTO 

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

SECOND LESSON Daniel 4:4-28 

SERMON              “Get Unstuck! - Letting Go”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY  He’s Got the Whole World in His Hand arr. Margaret Bonds  
  EMILY MCSPADDEN, CONTRALTO 

* THE DOXOLOGY                      Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 392 Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord  Hall 

* BENEDICTION    

POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune in E-Flat D. Johnson 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 (NRSV) 
 So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to 
our neighbors, for we are members of one another. 26Be angry but do not 
sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and do not make room 
for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and 
work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share 
with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what 



 

 

is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give 
grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31Put 
away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and 
slander, together with all malice, 32and be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
 5Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live  
in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God. 
 
Daniel 4:4-28 (NRSV) 
 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was living at ease in my home and prospering 
in my palace. 5I saw a dream that frightened me; my fantasies in bed and 
the visions of my head terrified me. 6So I made a decree that all the wise 
men of Babylon should be brought before me, in order that they might 
tell me the interpretation of the dream. 7Then the magicians, the 
enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the diviners came in, and I told them 
the dream, but they could not tell me its interpretation. 8At last Daniel 
came in before me—he who was named Belteshazzar after the name of  
my god, and who is endowed with a spirit of the holy gods—and I told 
him the dream: 9“O Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, I know that  
you are endowed with a spirit of the holy gods and that no mystery is  
too difficult for you. Hear the dream that I saw; tell me its interpretation. 
10Upon my bed this is what I saw; there was a tree at the center of the 
earth, and its height was great. 11The tree grew great and strong, its top 
reached to heaven, and it was visible to the ends of the whole earth. 12Its 
foliage was beautiful, its fruit abundant, and it provided food for all. The 
animals of the field found shade under it, the birds of the air nested in 
its branches, and from it all living beings were fed. 13I continued looking, 
in the visions of my head as I lay in bed, and there was a holy watcher, 
coming down from heaven. 14He cried aloud and said: ‘Cut down the 
tree and chop off its branches, strip off its foliage and scatter its fruit.  
Let the animals flee from beneath it and the birds from its branches. 
15But leave its stump and roots in the ground, with a band of iron and 
bronze, in the tender grass of the field. Let him be bathed with the dew 
of heaven. and let his lot be with the animals of the field in the grass of 
the earth. 16Let his mind be changed from that of a human, and let the 
mind of an animal be given to him. And let seven times pass over him. 



  

 

17The sentence is rendered by decree of the watchers, the decision is 
given by order of the holy ones, in order that all who live may know that 
the Most High is sovereign over the kingdom of mortals; he gives it to 
whom he will and sets over it the lowliest of human beings.’ 18This is the 
dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, saw. Now you, Belteshazzar, declare 
the interpretation, since all the wise men of my kingdom are unable to 
tell me the interpretation. You are able, however, for you are endowed 
with a spirit of the holy gods.” 
 19Then Daniel, who was called Belteshazzar, was severely 
distressed for a while. His thoughts terrified him. The king said, 
“Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or the interpretation terrify you.” 
Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, may the dream be for those who hate 
you, and its interpretation for your enemies! 20The tree that you saw, 
which grew great and strong, so that its top reached to heaven and was 
visible to the end of the whole earth, 21whose foliage was beautiful and 
its fruit abundant, and which provided food for all, under which animals 
of the field lived, and in whose branches the birds of the air had nests— 
22it is you, O king! You have grown great and strong. Your greatness has 
increased and reaches to heaven, and your sovereignty to the ends of the 
earth. 23And whereas the king saw a holy watcher coming down from 
heaven and saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave its stump 
and roots in the ground, with a band of iron and bronze, in the grass of 
the field; and let him be bathed with the dew of heaven, and let his lot 
be with the animals of the field, until seven times pass over him’— 24this 
is the interpretation, O king, and it is a decree of the Most High that has 
come upon my lord the king: 25You shall be driven away from human 
society, and your dwelling shall be with the wild animals. You shall be 
made to eat grass like oxen, you shall be bathed with the dew of heaven, 
and seven times shall pass over you, until you have learned that the Most 
High has sovereignty over the kingdom of mortals, and gives it to whom 
he will. 26As it was commanded to leave the stump and roots of the tree, 
your kingdom shall be reestablished for you from the time that you learn 
that Heaven is sovereign. 27Therefore, O king, may my counsel be 
acceptable to you: atone for your sins with righteousness, and your 
iniquities with mercy to the oppressed, so that your prosperity may be 
prolonged.” 
 28All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 
 


